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It seems a bit like déjà vu as we head into September. Last year at this time we were finalizing our plans to 
open for in-person worship, and in 2021 we are hopeful to return on Sunday September 19th. What a year it 
has been, or more accurately 18 months! In addition to our YouTube recorded services, we have held several 
“Zoom” services that were live, as well as Sunday services in our garden. Luckily the weather cooperated 
during our garden services, and it was a lovely contemplative time of worship. 
 

Congregational Council Update 
 
Your council has continued to meet monthly, even through the summer. Normally we take the months of July 
and August off, but we wanted to continue monitoring our opening options.  
• A special Congregational Meeting has been called for Sunday September 12th at 10:45. This will be 

immediately after our Sunday Zoom service. The meeting has been called specifically for the congregation 
to approve our updated Constitution & Bylaws. A separate email (or physical mailing for those without 
internet) has been sent out explaining the purpose of the meeting, and providing an updated Constitution 
document. Please make every effort to attend, as we do require a quorum. The Zoom link for this 
service/meeting will be sent out closer to the 12th. 

• Work has begun preparing for the return of our user groups to the building. As some of you know St. 
Dumitru and ISOM church have decided to worship elsewhere. Grace Communion has changed their days 
from Saturdays to Sunday morning (Cedar Hall).  

• Work still continues on installing our high-speed internet. Bell has put in the new fiber-optic conduit, and 
there is only one more step required by Bell to get it up and running in the building. We are very hopeful 
that it will be in place by the time we resume in-person worship.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gabi Schickedanz 
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Advent Family News: 
 
• We rejoice with Ella Sgro as she was baptized into membership at Advent! 
• Congratulations to Darryll Hassan & Kushalini Pathmanathan on their marriage on Saturday August 28th.  
• We remember the family and friends of Hildegard Weltner as they mourn her passing. Hildegard has been 

living in a long-term care home in Kitchener for the past few years, but her vibrant presence will long be 
remembered by members of Advent.  

• We received notification last week from Myrtle and Al Greve that a former member of Advent, Rosalie 
Silver has passed away. The Silver’s were members of Advent in the early 70’s. We remember the Silver 
family, as they mourn Rosalie’s passing.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                        Welcome baby Ella! 

 
 

 
Meditation  
(Richard Wagamese “Embers One Ojibway’s Mediations)  
 
Me: I can’t seem to get anywhere in my life.  
Old Woman: Without Creator. Say what you said again, only add “without Creator” at the end.  
Me: I can’t seem to get anywhere in my life without Creator.  
Old woman: Did you hear that? Anytime you’re telling yourself there’s something you can’t do, can’t solve, 
can’t change, can’t accept, say it out loud and add “without Creator.” Add the same words to all the things you 
CAN do as well.  
Me: I can get anywhere in my life with Creator.  
Old Woman: I think you’re getting it my boy.  
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Pastor Elaine Writes…. 
A few weeks ago I was staring at the bookcases in my office 
at Advent looking for some things to read over the summer. 
I have not spent very much time with my books or in my 
office over the past year and a half!  
 
I ended up with a variety of things, systematic theology (not 
exciting but thought it might be good for me - have not 
opened that yet!), some devotional material and some 
books by favourite authors: Erhman, Crosson, Borg.  
 
I spent a day with Meister Eckhart which fed my soul! I   

highly recommend Matthew Fox’s “Meditations with Meister Eckhart - a centering book”  
 
One of the meditations is “If the only prayer you say in your entire life is ‘Thank you’ that would suffice.” 
WOW! That really covers it all doesn’t it?  
 
We often worry about prayer - how to pray, how often to pray, am I praying the right way? What about 
answer to prayer? How do I know if God hears me? And the list goes on. For some time I have been trying to 
be conscious of being thankful and grateful - all the time. I slip up (a lot!) but I keep trying. It makes a 
difference in my attitude and peace of mind. As I said, I slip up a lot. It is easy to get mired in the negative, to 
focus on just what is in front of me - it is easy to turn from thoughts of God. So I take heart in the words of 
Meister Eckhart. If I can just say and think “thank you” that can be all that is needed - it can be enough. And I 
think I can do that. In those times where God feels far away and prayer is dry and empty and almost non 
existent, in those times I think I can find something to say thank you for.  
 
Peace, 
Pastor Elaine 

 
Christian Education  
 
I am looking forward to resuming our discussion groups and tackling some new topics. This is what I have been 
working on: 
• BBC Podcast on “Miracles” 
• Sacred Teachings/stories - Indigenous materials( to be broken up over the year into 3 sections)  
• Gospels and Parables according to Dr. Seuss  
• “A common word” Christian/Muslim Dialogue Prayer  
*I hope to have in person discussion groups on Wednesday mornings and zoom discussion groups on Sunday 
afternoons.  
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From the Loft…. 
 
I have long referred to Psalm 150 as “the organists psalm” because of how the text can be interpreted through 
the lens of the pipe organ. Verse three reminds me of the majestic trumpet stop, while verse 5 reminds me of 
some of the percussive stops that can be found on some organs (and some theater organs have actual 
cymbals!) 
 
The pipe organ, of course, is an instrument of symphonic proportions. The larger the organ, the better chance 
you’d see stops with names that you’d recognize: Clarinet, Oboe, Flute, Tuba, Viola etc.  
 
While my interpretation of Psalm 150 translates to the organ, I don’t think that the instruments are the point. 
The point of the Psalm is to praise God with all that we have — any instrument and every person using what 
they have at their disposal to praise God. Imagine a chorus of all voices backed with an orchestra of all 
instruments, praising God. It’s a wonderful image and certainly a triumphant sound to imagine! 
 
Do you play a musical instrument and would like to share your gift in divine worship? Get in touch with me 
and we will see how we can include it our worship of Almighty God. 
 
Yours from the loft, 
Trevor 
 
The Financial Picture 
 
Hello all 
  
With approaching the end of summer, we are now looking forward to the church opening up very soon, 
although with the appropriate caution and constraints. 
  
And through the last 18 months of the Pandemic lockdown (not counting the handful of Sundays last 
September) we are standing quite well with our Finances.   
  
As at August 30th, our Current Account is $60,300 and our total GICs are $127,000 (note that a fair amount of 
this amount is designated).   Last December 31st, our Current Account stood at $91,810 but considering we 
have not accumulated any Rental income, our current balance is more than satisfactory. 
  
Some highlights in terms of our financial activity over the last 7 months. 

• We have received almost $17,000 from the Federal Government as part of the COVID wage summary 
program.  This program has been extremely helpful to other churches, charities, not for profits and 
other small businesses and will continue to at least the end of September 2021.  The noted CEWS 
payments reflect to the end of June 2021.   
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• We have paid out just over $15,000 for the Bell fibreoptic installation.  As noted before and elsewhere 
in the Adventure, this is a critical piece of infrastructure which will allow us and our renters to access, 
stream and video church services with the latest internet capabilities.  (This is noted as a capital 
expenditure and the appropriate financial reporting adjustments will be made at year end). 

  
In our next ADVENTure report, I will be breaking down how we are progressing relative to our 2021 
budget.  Until then, God’s blessing to all. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bill Wesioly 
 
 
For a Laugh! 
 
• The fact that there’s a Highway to Hell and only a Stairway to Heaven says a lot about anticipated traffic 

numbers! 
• God didn’t create anything without a purpose, but Mosquitos come close! 
• Don’t give up! Moses was once a basket case! 
• Adam & Eve, the first people to not read the Apple terms & conditions! 
• Noah was a brave man to sail in a wooden boat with two termites! 
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